os » 
- \ \ 
L N "ID 8 


SERMON 


Preach'd on 


Sunday, April 4, 1742 ; 
-2Y BEFORE THE 

—_ Univerſity of OXFORD. 
__ 3B CHARLES WESLEY, M. A. 
8 "M Student of Chri/t-Church. 


- = | 
The SECOND EDITION. | 


. P 4 £ 5 

" } 
K-81 * ws by 
9 

N f 


i LONDON: 


Printed by W. STRAHAN, and ſold by T Ho- 
MAS HARRIS, at the Looking Glaſs and Bi- 
ble, on London-Bridge ; by T no. TRE, 
at Gray's-1nn-Gate, Holborn ; and at the Foun- 
dery, near Upper Moorfields, MDCCXLII. 


[ Price Two-pence, ] 


1 IT 
oo BR 
"C's * 


* 
9 


9 
. F 
l * 


993 


Et 


"Ye 


CHE INT 
' CY 


* 
* 
* 


4 


| C33 


1 


EP HE s. v. 14. 


Awake thou that ſlecpeſt, and ariſe from 
the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee Ligbt. 


N diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall, 
1 with the Help of Gop, 


| 
Firf, Deſcribe the Sleepers to whom they 
are ſpoken, 


Second, Inforce the Exhortation, Awake 
' thou that firepeſt, and arijefrom the Dead. And 


Thirdly, Fxplain the Promiſe made to 
ſuch as do awake and ariſe, Chriſt ſhall give | 


thee Light. 


I.) 1. And firſt, as to the Slecpers here 
Fi poken to. By Sleep is ſignified the Natural | 
State of Man: That deep Sleep of the Soul 
into which the Sin of Adam hath caſt all | 
{who ſpring from his Loins; that Supine- 
neſs, ladoſence, and Stupidity, that Inſen- 
ſſibiüt) of its real Condition, wherein every | 
B Mag | 


(6) 
Man comes into the World, and continues 
till the Voice of Gop awakes him, 


2, Now they that ſleep, fleep in the Night. 
The State of Nature is a State of utter 
Darkneſs ; a State wherein Darkneſs covers 
the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the People. 
The poor unawakened Sinner, how much 
Knowledge ſoever he may have, as to other 
Things, has no Knowledge of himſelf : In 
this Reſpect be Kkuoweth nothing yet as he 
ought to know, He knows not that he is 
a fallen Spirit, whoſe only Buſineſs in the 
preſent World, 1s to recover from his Fall, 
to regain that Image of Gop wherein he was 
ereated. He ſees no Neteſſity for the one Thing 
needful, even that inward univerſal Change, 
that Birth from above (figured out by Bap- 
tiſm) which is the Beginning of that total 
Renovation, that Sanctification of Spirit, 
Soul and Body, without which no Man fha'l 
fee the Lord, 


3. Full of all Diſeaſes as he is, he fan- 
cies himſelf in perfect Health: Faſt bound 
in Miſery and Iron, he dreams that he is 
happy, and at Liberty, He ſays, Peace, 


Peace, while the Devil, as 4 ftrong Man. 


armed, is in full Poſſeſſion of his Soul, He 
{eps on till, and takes his reſt, tho“ Hell 
is 


ene „e 


1 
$ is moved from beneath to meet him: tho? 
the Pit, from whence there is no Return, 
hath opened its Mouth to ſwallow him up : 
s A Fire 1s kindled around him, yet he 
r | Knoweth it not; yea it burns him, yet he 
5 lays it not to Heart. 


h 4. By one who ſleeps we are therefore to 
r anions (and wou'd to Gop we might | 
n all underſtand it!) A Sinner ſatisfied in his 
e Sins; contented to remain in his fallen State, 
13 to live and die without the Image of Gon : 


le One who is ignorant both of his Diſeaſe, 
I, and of the only Remedy for it: One who 


a8 never was warned, or never regarded the 
18 warning Voice of God to flee from the Mratb 
bp to come: One that never yet ſaw he was in 
p- Danger of Hell-fire, or cried out in the 


al Earneſtneſs of his Soul, bat muſt J do ts 
it, be ſaved? 


If this Sleeper be not outwardly Vi- 
PAN his Sleep is uſually the deepeſt of all : 
n- Whether he be of the Laodicean Spirit, 
nd neither cold nor hot; but a quiet, ration al 
is | inoffenſive, good- natured Profeſſor of th 
e, Religion of his Fathers; or whether he be 
fan Zealous and Orthodox, and after the moſt 
le tra: teſt Sect of our Religion, live a Phariſee ;. 
Il * thatis, according to the Scriptural Account, 
1s B 2 one 


68) 
one that ies himſelf , on that labours 70 


eſtabliſb his own Righteouſneſs, as the Ground 
of his Acceptance with Gop. 


6. This is he, who having a Form of God- 
lineſs, denies the Power thereof yea, and 
probably reviles it, whereſoever it is found, 
as mere Ext ravagance and Dcluſion, Mean 
while, the wretched Self- deceiver thanks 

God, that he 7s not as ober Men are; Adul- 
tercrs, Unjuſt, Extortioners : No, he doth 
ho Wrong to any Man. He fofts twice 
in ib? I/cer, uſes all the Means of Grace, is 
conſtant at Church and Sacrament z yea, 
and gives Tilbes of all that he has, does all 
the Good that he can : Touching the Righ- 
teonſneſs of the Law, he is blameleſs : He 
wants nothing cf Godlineſs, but the Power; 
nothing of Religion, but the Spiritz nothing 


of Chriſtianity, but the Trath and the 
Life. 


7, But know ye not, that however highly 
eſteemed among Men, ſuch d Chriſtian as 
this may be, he is an Abomination in the 
Sight of Gov, and an Heir of every Wa e, 

which the Son of Gop Yeſterday, to Day, 
and !or ever denounces againſt Scribes ond 
Phariſees, Hytocrites? He hath made clean ile 
Oulſi e of ihe Cub and the Platter, but within 
— 18 


(9) 
is full of all Filthineſs. An Evil Diſeaſe 
cleaveth ſtill unto him, fo that his inward 
Parts are very Wickeaneſs. Our Lord fitly 
compares him to a painted Sepulchre, which 
appears beautiful without; but nevertheleſs 
1s full of dead Mens Bones, and of all. Unclean- 
neſs. The Bones indeed are no longer dry; 
the Sinzws and Fleſh are come up upon them, 
and the Skin covers them above: But there is 
no Breath in them, no Spirit of the living 
Gop. And if any Man have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his. Ye are Chriſt's, 
if ſo be that the Spirit of Gon dwell in you, 
But if not, God knoweth that ye abide in 
Death, even until now. 


8. This is another Character of the Sleep. 
er here ſpoken to. He abides in Death, 
tho' he knows it not. He is Dead unto 
Gop, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, For, to, 
be carnally minded is Death, Even as it is. 
written by one Man Sin entered into the World, 
and Death by Sin: And ſo Death paſſed upon 
all Men, not only temporal Death, but 
likewiſe Spiritual and Eternal. In that 
Day that thou eateſt (laid Gon to Adam) 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die. Not bodily ( unleſs 
as he then became Mortal) but ſpiritually : 
Thou ſhalt loſe the Life of thy Soul: 
Thou ſhalt die to Gop ; ſhalt be ſeparated 
from Him, thy eſſential Life and Happineſs. 
B 3 9. Thus 


610) 

9. Thus firſt was diſſolved the Vital 
Union of our Soul with Gop : Inſomuch 
that in the Midt of Natural Life we ore 
now in Spiritual Death, And herein we 
remain till the ſecond Adam becomes a 
quickening Spirit to us, till he raiſes the 
Dead, the Dead in Sin, in Pleaſure, Riches, 
or Honours. But before any dead Soul 
can live, he hears (hearkens to) the Voice 
of the Son of God: He is made ſenſible of 
his loſt Eſtate, and receives the Sentence of 
Death in himſelf. He knows himſelf to be 
dead while he hiveth, dead to Gop and all 
the Things of Gon : Having no more 
Power to perform the Actions of a living 
Chriſtian, than a dead Body to perform the 
Functions of a living Man. 


tro. And moſt certain 1t is, that one 
dead in Sin, has not Senſes exerciſed to di/- 
cern {ſpiritual Good and Evil, Having Eyes, 
be ſees not, he hath Ears, and hears not. 
He doth not taſte and ſee that the Lord ts 
gracious, He hath not ſeen Gop at any Time, 
nor heard his Voice, nor handled the Word of 
Life. In vain is the Name of Jeſus like 
Ointment poured forth, and all bis Garments 
ſmell of Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia. The 
Soul that ſleepeth in Death, hath no Per- 
ception of any — of this Kind. His 
Heart 


Cit ) 


Heart is paſt feeling, and underſtandeth 
none of theſe Things. 


11. And hence, having no ſpiritual Sen- 
ſes, no Inlets of Spiritual Knowledge, the 
Natural Man receiveth not the Things 
of the Spirit of Gop; nay, he is fo far 
from receiving them, that whatſoever is 
ſ piritually Citcerned, is mere Fooliſhneſs 
unto him. He is not content with being 
utterly Ignorant of Spiritual Things, but 
he denies the very Exiſtence of them. And 
ſpiritual Senſation itſelf is to Him, the 
Fooliſhneſs of Folly. How, ſaith he, can 
theſe Thinzs be ? How can any Man know, 
that he is alive to Gop ? Even as you 
know, that your Body is now alive, Faith | 
is the Life of the Soul: Andif ye have this 
Life abiding in you, ye want no -Marks to 
evidence it 4% yourſeif, but that Ae 
TlvevpeTog, that divine Confciouſneſs, that 
Witneſs of Gop, which is more and greater 
than ten thouſand human Witneſſes. 


12. If he doth not now bear witneſs with 
thy Spirit, that thou art a Child of Gop, 
O that he might convince Thee, Thou poor 
unawakened Sinner, by his Demonſtration 
and Power, that Thou art a Child of the 
Devil! O that as I propheſy, there might 


now 


( 12) 


now be a Noi iſe and a Shaking, and may the 
Bones come together, Bone to his Bone, Then 
come from the four Winds, O Breath, and 
breathe on theſe ſlain, that they may live! And 
do not ye harden your Hearts, and reſiſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, who even now is come to 
convince you of Sin, becauſe you believe not 
on the Name of the only begotten Son of God, 


II.) 1. Wherefore, awake Thou that 


ſeepeft, and ariſe from the Dead. Gop cal- 


teth Thee now by my Mouth; and bids 
Thee know thyſelf, Thou fallen Spirit, thy 
true State and only Concern below. V bat 
meaneſt Thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe ! Call upon 
thy Gop, if ſo be thy Gop will think upon 
Ti bee, that thou periſb not. A mighty Tem- 

ſt is ſtirred up round about Thee, and 

hou art ſinking into the Depths of. Per- 
dition, the Gulf "of Gop's Judgments, If 
Thou woud'ſt eſcape them, caſt thyſelf in- 
to them. Judge thyſelf, and Thou ſhalt not 


be judged of the Lord. 


2. Awake, awake! Stand up this Mo- 
ment, leaſt Thou drink at ihe Lord's Hand 

the Cup of his Fury. Stir up thyſelf 7% lay 
hold on the Lord, the Lord thy Righteouſneſs, 
mighty to ſave ! Shake thyſelf from the Duſt, 


Ar leaſt, let the Earthquake of Gop's 
Thr cat- 


& a 


(13) | 
Threatnings ſhake Thee. Awake and cry 
out with the trembling Goaler, What muſt- 
do to be ſaved ? And never reſt, till Thou 
believeſt on the Lord Jeſus, with a Faith 
which is his Gift, by the Operation of his 
Spirit. 


3. If I ſpeak to any one of you more than 
to another, it is to Thee, who thinkeſt thyſelf] 


| 


unconcerned in this Exhortation, I have 4 
Meſſage from Gop unto Thee, In his Name, 
I warn Thee to flee from the Wrath to come, 
Thou unholy Soul, ſce thy Picture in con- 
demn'd Peter,lying in the dark Dungeon, be- 
tween the Soldiers, bound with two Chains, 
the Kecpers he fore the Door keeping the 
Priſon. Fhe Night is far ſpent, the Morn- 
ing is at hand, when thou art to be brought 
forth to Execution. And in theſe dreadful 
Circumſtances, Thou art faſt aſleep : Thou 


art faſt aſleep in the Devil's Arms, on the 
Brink of the Pit, in the Jaws of everlaſting] 


De ctruct ion. 


4. O may the Angel of the Lord come upon 
Thee, and the Light ſhine into thy Priſon | 
And mayſt Thou feel the Stroke of an Al- 
mighty Hand, raiſing Thee with Ariſe up 
quickly, gird thyſelf and bind on thy Sandals, 
caſt thy Garment about Thee, and follow me. 

5. Awake 


(14) 


5. Awake, Thou everlaſting Spirit, ous 
of thy Dream of Worldly Happineſs. Did 
not Gop create Thee for Himſelf ? Then, 
thou canſt not reſt, till Thou reſteſt in 
Him. Return thou Wanderer. .Fly back 
to thy Ark. This is not thy Home. 
Think not of building Tabernacles here. 
Thou art but à Stranger, a Sojourner upon 
Earth: A Creature of a Day, but, juſt 
launching out into an Unchangeable State. 
Make haſte, Eternity is at Hand. Eter- 
nity depends on this Moment, An Eter- 
— of Happineſs, or an Eternity of Mi- 

ry 


6. Ia what State is thy Soul? Was 
Cop while Jam yet ſpeaking to require it 
bf Thee, art Thou ready to meet Death 
and Judgment? Canſt Thou ſtand in his 
Sight, who is of purer Eyes than to beholl 
iniquity ? Art Thou meet to be Partaker of 
be Inheritance of the Saints in Light ? Haſt 
Thou fought a good Fight and hept the Faith ? 
Haſt Thou ſecured /e one Thing needful ? 
Haſt Thou recovered the Image of Gon, 
even Aighteouſne/s aud rue Holineſs ? Haſt 
Thou put off the Old Man and put on the 

Art Thou cloathed upon with Chriſt ? 


7. Haſt 


„ es Mipc®. e- 1 
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7. Haſt Thou Oll in thy Lamp ? Grace 
in thy Heart? Doſt Thou love the Lord thy 
Gon, with all thy Heart, and with all thy 
Mind, and with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Strength? Is that Mind in Thee, which 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus ? Art thou a Chri- 
{tian indeed? That is, a new Creature? 
Are old old Things paſt atay, and all Things | 
become new £ 


8. Art Thou Partaker of the Divine Na- 
ture? Knoweſt Thou not, that Chriſt is in 
Thee, except Thou be reprobate ? Know- 
eſt Thou, that Gov develleth in Thee, and 
Thou in GoD, by his Spirit which he hath 
given Wee? Knoweſt Thou not, that thy 
Body is a Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
Thou haſt of God? Haſt Thou the Witneſs 
in thyſelf ? The Earneſt of thine Inheritance 2 
Art Thou ſealed by that Spirit of Promiſe, 
unto the Day of Redemption? Haſt Thou 
received the Holy Ghoſt------= or doſt Thou 
ſtart ar the Queſtion, not knowing whether 
there be any Holy Ghoit ? 


9. If it offends Thee, be Thou aſſured, 
that Thou neither art a Chriſtian, nor de- 
ſireſt to be One, Nay, thy very Prayer is 
ixrned into Sin; and Thou haſt ſolemnly 

mocked 


{ 16) 
| mocked Gop this very Day, by praving 
| for the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, when 
Thou did not believe, there was any ſuch 
Thing to be received. 


10. Yet on the Authority of Goy's 
Word and our own Church, I muſt rep-at 
the 8 Haſt Thou recei ved the Holy 
{Ghoſt ? If thou haſt not, Thou art not 


{that is anointed with the Holy Ghoſt and «ui hb 
{ Power. Thou art not yet made a Partaker 
of pure Religion and Undefiled, Doſt 
Thou know, what Religion is? That it is, 
Participation of the Divine Nature, the 
Life of Gop in the Soul of Man: C5ri/# 
ormed in the Heart, Chrift in Thee, the 
Hope of Glory. Happineſs and Holineſs ; 
Heaven begun upon Earth. A Kingdom of 
Gop within Thee : Not Meat and Drink, no 
outward Thing; but Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
2 Joy in the Holy Ghoſt? An everlaſting 
Kingdom brought into thy Soul, a Peace of 
Gop, that paſſeth all Underſtanding; a Joy 
Wu bcakablc and full of Glory? 
1 11. Knoweſt Thou, that in Feſas Chriſt, 
neither Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor 
Uncircumcifion 4 but Faith that worketh by 


Necel- 


* 
Fo 
2 
6, 8 


yet a Chriſtian : For a Chriſtian is a Man, 


Love; but a new Creation? Seeſt Thou the 


% 
4 
4 
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Neceſſity of that Inward Change, that Spiri- 
tual Birth, that Life from the Dead? That 
Holineſs ? And art Thou thoroughly con- 
vinced, that without it, no Man ſhall ſee 
the Lord? Art Thou labouring after it? 
Giving all Diligence, to make thy Calling 
and Election ſure? Working out thy Salvua- 
tion with Fear and Trembling ® Agonizing tg 
enter in at the ſtreigbt Gate? Art Thou 
in earneſt about thy Soul? And, canſt Thou 
tell the Searcher of Hearts, Thou, O Gop 
art the Thing that I long for ! Lord Thou 
knowelt all Things! Thou knowett that I 
would love Thee 


12, Thou hopeſt to be ſaved but 
what Reaſon haſt Thou to give of the 
Hope that is in Thee? Is it becauſe Thou 
haſt done no Harm? Or, becauſe Thou 
haſt done much Good? Or, becauſe Thou 
art not like other Men; but Wiſe, or 
Learned, or Honeſt and morally Good ? 
Eftcemed of Men, and of a fair Reputa- 
tion? Alas, all this will never bring Thee 
to Gop. It is in his Account lighter than 
Vanity. Doſt Thou knw Feſus Chrijt 
whom he hath ſent ? Hath he taught Thee, 
that by Grace we are ſaved through Faith ? 
And that, not of ourſelves. dt is the Gift cf 

C (Gop : 


(18) 
Gap : Not of Works, leſt any Man fpould 
boaſt. Haft Thou received the faithful Say- 
ing as the whole Foundation of thy Hope, 
that Feſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave 
Sinners? Haſt Thou learned what that mean- 
neth, I came not to call the Righteous ; but 
Sinners t0 Repentance? I am not ſent, but to 
the loſt Sheep ? Art Thou, (He that hear- 
eth, let him underiiand!) Loſt, Dead? 
Namnes already! —— Doſt Thou know thy 
Deterts? Doſt Thou feel thy Wants? Arc 
Thou poor in Spirit? Mourning for Gop 
and refuſing to be comforted ? Is the Pro- 
digal come bo himſelf, and well-content to 
be therefore thought gde himſelf ;, by thoſe 
who are ſtill fzeding upon the Huſks which 
he hath» left? Art Thou willing to live 
Godly in Chriſt Feſus? And doſt Thou 
therefore /uffer Perſecution? Do Men ſay 
all manner of Evil againſt Thee falſely, for 

the Son of Man's Sale? 


13. O, that in all theſe Queſtions ye may 
hear rhe Voice that wakes the Dead, and 
feel that Hammer of the Word, which 
breaketh the Rock in Pieces ! [ f ye will 
hear his Voice to Day; while it is called to 
Day, harden not your Hearts, Now awake 
. Thou that ſieepeſt in Spiritual Death, that 
Thoa fleep not in Death Eternal! Feel thy 

loit 
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joſt Eſtate, and ariſe from the Dead, Leave 
thine old Compantons in Sin and Death. 
Follow Thou Jeſus, and let the Dead bury 
their Dead. Save thyſelf from this untoward 
Gencration, Come out from among them, and 
be Thou ſeparate, and touch wo! the unclean 
Thing, and the Lord fhall receive Fhee, Chriſt 
ſhall give Thee Light. 


HI.) 1. This Proin I come, laſtly, to 
explain. And how incouraging a Conſide- 
ration is This, that whoſoever Thou art 
who obeyeſt his Call, Thou canſt not ſeek 
1s Face in vain. If Thou even now awa- 
keſt ana ariſeſt from the Dead, he hath bound 
himſelf to give Thee Light. The Lord ſail 
give Thee Grace and Glory; the Light of 
his Grace here, and the Light of his Glory, 
when Thou receiveſt the Crown that fadeth 
19! away, Thy Light ſhall break forth as 


the Morning, and thy Darkneſs be as the 


Ncon-Day. Gop who commanded the Light 
to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhall ſhine in thy 
Hart; to give the Knowledge of the Glory 
of Gap in the Face of Feſus Chriſt, On 
them that fear the Lord fhall the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing in his Wings. 
And in that Day it ſhall be ſaid unto Thee, A. 
rife, ſbine; for thy Light is come, and the 
Glory of the Lord is riſen upon Thee, For 

G2 | Chriſt 
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( 20 ) 
Chriſt ſhall reveal himſelf in Thee. And 
he is the rue Light. 


2. Gop is Light, and will give himſelf 
to every awakened Sinner, that waiteth for 
him: And Thou ſhalt then be a Temple 
of the living Gop, and Chriſt ſhall dwe!/ 
in thy Heart by Faith : And being rooted and 
grounded in Love, Thou ſhalt be able to com- 
prebend with all Saints, what is the Breadib, 
end Length, and Depth, and Heighth of that 
Love of Chriſt which paſſeth Knowledge, that 
Thou mayſt ve filled with all the Fulneſs of 
Gop, 


3. Ye ſee your Calling, Brethren. We 
are call'd to be an Habitation of Gon thre 
his Spirit: And through his Spirit dwelling 
in us, to be Saints here, and Partakers of 


toe Inheritance of the Saints in Light. So 


exceeding great are the Promiſes which are 
given unto us, actually given unto us who 
believe, For by Faith we receive, not the 
Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which is 
(30D, the Sum of all the Promiſes, Hat 
we may know the Things that are freely given 
40 us of Gop, 


4. The 
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4. The Spirit of Chriſt is that great Gift 
of Gop, which at ſundry. Times, and in 
divers Manners he hath promiſed to Man, 
and hath fully beſtowed ſince the Time that 
Chriſt was glorified. Thoſe Promiſes before 
made to the Fathers, he hath thus {uliled : 
1 wil! put my Spirit within you, aud cauſe you 
to wall in my Statutes *. I will pour. Wa- 
ter upon bim that is Thirſty, and Ihoods upon 
the dry Ground : I will pour my Spirit 
upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine Off- 
fering T. 


Ye may all be living Witneſſes of 
tliele Things: Of Remiſſion of Sins, and 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. / thu canſt 
believe, all Things are peſſible to bim that le- 
lievetb. Who among you is there, that fear- 
eth the Lord, aud yet walke:b on in Dark- 
neſs, and hath no Light? I aſk Thee in the 
Name of Jeſus, believeſt Thou that his 
Arm is not ſbortened at all? That he is Qi! 
mighty to ſave ? That he is the ſame Teſter- 
day, to Day and for even? That he hath 
1 Power, on Earth to forgive Sins? Son, 
he of goed Chear ; thy Sins are forgiven. 


* Fzek YYXv}l 27. + Iſaiah X11V, J. 
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Gop for Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven Thee. 
Receive this, not as the Word of Man; but 
I as it is, indeed, the Word of Gop; and 
| Thou art juſtified freely through Faith. Thou 
ſhalt be ſanctified alſo through Faith which 
is in Jeſus, and ſhalt ſet to thy Seal, even 
thine, that Gop hath given unto us eternal 
Life, and this Life is in his Son. 
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6. Men and Brethren, let me freely 
ſpeak unto you: And ſuffer ye the Word of 
Exbortation, even from one, the leaſt e- 
ſteem'd in the Church, Your Conſcience 
bearcth you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, 
that theſe Things are ſo, if /o be ye have 
taſted that the Lord is gracicut. This is E- 
ternal Life, io know the only true Gon, and 
Feſus Chriſt whom he bath ſent, This ex- 
perimental Knowledge, and this alone 1s 
true Chriſtianity. He is a Chriſtian, who 
hath received the Spirit of Chrift, He is 
not a Chriſtian, who hath not received him. 
Neither is it poſſible to have reccived him 
and not know it. For * at that Day (when 
he cometk, faith our Lord) ye all know, 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and 

in you, This is that Spirit of Truth, whom 
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the World cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth Bim 
not, neither knoweth him. But ye know him: 


For he dwelleth with you, and fhall- be in 
you, 


7. The World cannot receive him, but 
utterly reject the Promiſe of the Father, 
contradicting and blaſpheming. But every 
Spirit which confeſſeth not this, is not of 
Gop. Yea, this is that Spirit of Antichriſt, 
whereof ye have heard, that it ſhould come 
into the World, and even now it is in the 
World. He is Antichriſt, whoſoever denies 
the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, or that 
the indwelling Spirit of Gop is the com- 
mon Privilege of all Believers, the Bleſ- 
ſing of the Goſpel, the unſpeakable Gift, 


the univerſal Promiſe, the Criterion of a 
real Chriſtian. 


8. It nothing helps them to ſay, «© We 
do not deny the Afiſtance of Gop's Spi- 
<« rit; but only this Inſpiration, this receiv- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, and being ſenſible of 
it. It is only this feeling of the Spirit, 
this being moved by the Spirit, or filled 
with it, which we deny to have any 
% Place in ſound Religion.” But in only 
denying this, you deny the whole Scrip- 
tures, 
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tures, the whole Truth and Promiſe and 
Teſtimony of Gop. 


9. Our own excellent Church knows 
nothing of this deviliſh Diſtinction: But 
N plainly of “ feeling the Spirit of 

briſt ; of being | moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and knowing and + feeling there is no other 
Name than that of Jeſus, whereby we can 
receive any Salvation. She teaches us all to 
pray for the || 1n/piration of the Holy Spirit, 
yea that we may be filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt **, Nay, and every Preſbyter of 
hers, profeſſes to receive the Holy Ghoſt, by 
the Impeſilion of Hands. Therefore to deny 
any of theſe, is in Effect, to renounce the 
Church of England, as well as the whole 
Chriſtian Revelation. 


10. But the Wiſdom of Gon was always 
Foolifhneſs with Men. No marvel then, 
that the great Myſtery of the Goſpel ſhould 
be now alſo hid from ihe Wiſe aud Prudent, 
as well as in the Days of Old; That ic 
ſhould be almoſt univerſally denied, ridi- 


Art. r7. + Office of conſecrating Priefts. 
2 Viſitation of the Sick. Collect before the 
Holy Communion» Order of Confirma- 


tion. 


culed 
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culed and exploded as mere Frenzy: And 
that all who dare avow it ſtill, branded 
with the Names of Madmen and En- 
thuſiaſts. This is that Falling away 
which was to come: That general Apoſta- 
{y, of all Orders and Degrees of Men, 
which we even now find to have overſpread 
the Earth. Run io and fro in the Streets of 
Feruſalem, and ſee if ye can find a Man; a 
Man, that loveth the Lord his Gop with 
all his Heart, and ſerveth him with all his 
Strength? How does our own Land mourn 
(that we look no farther) under the Over- 
Rowings of Ungodlineſs? What Villanies 
of every Kind are committed Day by Day ; 
y-a, too often with Impunity, by thoſe 

who fin with a high Hand, and glory in 
their Shame ? Who can reckon up the 
Oaths, Curſes, Prophaneneſs, Blaſphemies, 
the Lying, Slandering, Evil-ſpeaking, the 
Sabbath-breaking, Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, 
Revenge, the 'Whoredoms, Adulteries, | 
and various Uncleanneſs, the Frauds, In- 
juſtice, Oppreſſion, Extortion, which over- 
ſpread our Land as a Flood ? 


. And even among thoſe who have 
keys themſelves pure from theſe groſſer 
Abominations; how much Anger and 

Pride, 


: ( 26) 
Pride, how much Sloth and Idleneſs, how 
much Softneſs and Effeminacy, how much 


Euxury and Self-Indulgence, how much 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition, how much 
T hirſt of Praiſe, how much Love of the 
World, how much Fear of Man is to be 
found? Mean while, how little of true Re- 
ligion? For where is he that loveth either 
Gop or his Neighbour, as He hath given 
us Commandment? On the one Hand are 
thoſe, who have not ſo much as the Form 
of Godlincſs : On the other, thoſe who have 
the Form only; there ſtands the Open, 
there the Painted Sepulchre. So that in 
very deed, whoſoever were carneſtly to 
behold any publick gathering together of 
the People, (I fear, thoſe in our Charches 
are not to be excepted) might eaiily perceive, 
that the one Part were Sadducees, aud the 
other Phariſees : The one having almoſt as 
little Concern about Religion, as if there 
were zo Reſurrection, neiiben Angel nor Spi- 
rit; and the other making it a mere life- 
leſs Form, a dull Round of external Per- 
formances, without either true Faith, or 


the Love of Gop, or Joy in the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 


by, 12. Would. 
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12. Would to Gop I could except us of 
this Place. Brethren, my Heart's Defire, 
ond Prayer to Gon for you is, Tr at. ye may be 
ſaved from this overflowing of Ungodlineſs, 
and that here may its proud Waves be 
itay*d! But is it ſo indeed? Gop knoweth, 
yea, and our own Conſcience, it is not. 
Ye have not kept yourſelves pure. Cor- 
rupt are we alſo and abominable ; and few 
are there that underſtand any more, few 
that worſhip Gop in Spirit and in Truth. 
We too are 4 Generation that ſet not our 
Hearts aright, and whoſe Spirit cleaveth not 
fteafaſily ito Gop. He hath appointed us 
indeed, to be the Salt of the Earth, But if 
the Salt have loft its Savour, it is thenceferth 
goed for nothing, but tobe caſt out, and to be 
trodden under Foot of Men. 
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13. And hal I not viſit fer theſe Things, 
ſaith the Lord ? Shall not my Soul be avenged 


on ſuch a- Nation as this ? Yea, we know 
not how ſoon he may ſay to the Sword, 
Sword, go through this Land] He hath given 
us long Space to repent, He lets us 
alone this Year alſo : But he warns and a- 
wakens us by Thunder. His Judgments 
are abroad in the Earth, And we have 


all 


— rg 
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all Reaſon to expect that Heavieſt of All, 


even that he ſhould come unto us quickly, and 


remove our Candleſtick out- of its Place, ex- 
cept we repent and do the firſt Works, Un- 


leſs we return to the Principles of the Re- 


for mation, the Truth and Simplicity of the 
Goſpel. Perhaps we are now reſiſting the 
laſt Effort of Divine Grace to ſave us. Per- 
haps we have well nigh filled up the Mea- 
ſure of our Iniquities, by rejecting the Coun- 
ſel of Gop againſt ourſelves, and caſting, 
out his Meſlengers, 


14. O Gor, ix the midſt of Wrath re- 
member Mercy! Be glorified in our Refor- 
mation, not in our Deſtruction, Let us 
hear the Rod, and him that appointed it. 
Now that thy Judgments are abroad in the 
Earth, let the Inhabitants of the World learn 


Righteouſues 


'Þ My Brethren, it is high Time for 
us, to awake out of Sleep; before the great 
Trumpet of the Lord bs blown, and our Land 
become a Field of Blood. O may we ſpee- 
dily fee the Things that make for our Peace, 
before they are hid from our Eyes! Turn 
Thou us, O good Lord, and let thine Auger 
ceaſe from us. O Lord, look down from Hea- 


ven, behold and viſit this Vine; and cauſe 
us 


(29) 
us to know the Time of our Viſitation. 
Help us, O Gor of our Salvation, for the 
Glory of thy Name; O deliver us, and be 
merciful to our Sins, for thy Names Sake. 
And ſo will we nat Tek from Thee: O 
let us 1 and we fon call upon thy Name. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of 7 Hoſts, ſhew the 
Light of thy Countenanee, and we ſhall be 


whole, 


Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can aſe or think, 


according to the Power that worketh in us, 
unto him be Glory in the Church by Chriſt Feſus 


throughout all Ages, World without End. 
Amen, 
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